
Microbeads in Cosmetic Products
David Jones Position Statement

Definition 
The term “microbead” refers to a water-insoluble plastic particle that is less than 
five millimeters at its widest point1.

“Wash-off cosmetics product” refers to any product intended to be rinsed off 
during or after use.

Scope 
All wash-off cosmetics products (including private label, own-buy & 
concession).

Context
Microbeads are small, solid, manufactured plastic particles of less than five 
millimeters in dimension, and do not degrade or dissolve in water. They are 
most frequently made of polyethylene but can be made of other petrochemical 
plastics such as polypropylene or polystyrene. 

Microbeads may be added to a range of products, including wash-off cosmetics 
such as soap, facial scrubs and toothpastes. After use, these non-
biodegradable plastic microbeads are washed down the drain and into the 
ocean, causing plastic particle water pollution. Marine life is known to digest 
these particles, which poses a risk to both marine life and life higher up the food 
chain, including humans.

Commitment
David Jones is committed to protecting our waterways, marine life and human 
health, and has banned selling any wash-off cosmetics products that contain 
plastic microbeads.

Discover More

To learn more about this important topic, we encourage you to visit the following sites:

• Plastic microbeads – DCCEEW

Please direct any questions to ethicalsourcing@davidjones.com.au
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David Jones requires all our suppliers to follow our Supplier Code of Conduct 
(our Code). Alongside our Code, we have specific commitments that we are 
actively working towards in partnership with our suppliers. This statement sets 
out our position regarding microbeads in cosmetic products.
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https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/protection/waste/plastics-and-packaging/plastic-microbeads
https://kb.rspca.org.au/knowledge-base/what-is-the-rspcas-view-on-mulesing-and-flystrike-prevention-in-sheep/
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/protection/waste/plastics-and-packaging/plastic-microbeads
https://legislation.govt.nz/regulation/public/2017/0291/latest/DLM7490715.html
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